
City of Janesville
Comprehensive
Brownfields Program

In 2011, the US Environmental
Protection Agency awarded
Janesville a $400,000
Communitywide Brownfields
Assessment Grant to inventory and
investigate properties that are, or have the potential to be, contaminated with hazardous and/or petroleum

substances. The City is using this grant to develop and implement a long term Comprehensive Brownfields

Program to guide the prioritization, assessment, clean-up, and redevelopment of contaminated sites; and to

monitor the impacts of these brownfields on our community’s overall health. The goals of the proposed program

are to protect public health and the environment, remove blight, and clean-up sites in order to be reused for

economic and community purposes. In addition, the program is intended to provide information for the future

pursuit of additional state, federal and private funds for conducting site clean-ups and additional site

assessments. The first three components of the Comprehensive Brownfields Program are listed below.

One: Brownfield Site Identification & Prioritization. The Program Team will use a multi-

layered process to identify and prioritize brownfield sites in four focus areas, where the majority of brownfields

are thought to exist within the community: the Downtown, the General Motors Plant Area, the Traxler Park Area,

and the Five Points Area. During this process, a Brownfields Advisory Committee will be appointed and

comprised of representatives from diverse community organizations. This Committee will guide all elements of the

Brownfields Program beginning with their involvement in the Site Identification & Prioritization Process, and

continuing with their guidance of the City staff and consultant team efforts to lead the day-to-day

implementation of the Program during the 3-year grant period and beyond.

Two: Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs). The team will utilize the outcomes of the Site

Identification & Prioritization Process to direct the balance of grant funds towards Phase I ESAs and moving into

Phase II ESAs as warranted. The purpose of a Phase I assessment is to determine the likelihood that some form

of contamination is present on a site based on past and current activities, such as use as a gas station or for

manufacturing. Phase II ESAs include a more thorough review of a given site, including: collecting soil samples,

installing monitoring wells and collecting groundwater samples, and analyzing the samples for the presence of

contaminants. Depending on the results, the team may then prepare plans to remediate the sites; but actual

clean-up will require the procurement of additional funds because such activities are not covered under this

initial grant.

Three: Health Monitoring Program. The team will develop a brownfields’ impacts Health

Monitoring Program (HMP) in partnership with the USEPA, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

(ATSDR), the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, the Rock County Health Department, Mercy Health

System, and additional organizations interested in community health. The HMP will utilize a model community

engagement program developed by ATSDR to identify a series of baseline indicators reflective of local health

concerns and priorities.

How to Get Involved. We hope to involve as many of our residents, property owners,
business owners, and community organizations as possible throughout all stages of our program.

If you’d like more information or would like to get involved, please contact the following

individual or check our website for updates: www.ci.janesville.wi.us���������	
���

Al Hulick, Management Analyst

608-755-3059

hulicka@ci.janesville.wi.us
City of Janesville

Wisconsin
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Brownfields Advisory
Committee

In 2011, the US Environmental Protection Agency

awarded Janesville a $400,000 Communitywide

Brownfields Assessment Grant to inventory and

investigate properties that are, or have the

potential to be, contaminated with hazardous

and/or petroleum substances. The City is using

this grant to develop and implement a long term

Comprehensive Brownfields Program to guide the

prioritization, assessment, clean-up, and

redevelopment of contaminated sites; and to

monitor the impacts of these brownfields on our

community’s overall health. The goals of the proposed program are to protect public health and the environment,

remove blight, and clean-up sites in order to be reused for economic and community purposes. To ensure a high

level of diverse community participation, the City has created a Brownfields Advisory Committee (BAC) to provide

guidance over all aspects of the Program.

The BAC is comprised of representatives from diverse community
organizations, including neighborhood groups, social service agencies, community and redevelopment
organizations, and public health service providers. The BAC will guide all elements of the Brownfields Program

throughout the 3-year project period. Initially, the BAC will assist the City and consultant team on the

identification of key brownfields focus areas and then will provide assistance on determining which brownfields

sites should be a priority for clean-up and redevelopment. They will further provide guidance to City staff and

the project consultant team on the overall implementation of the Program during the grant period and beyond.

A key responsibility of the BAC is leading public outreach efforts.
Committee members will use their existing community contacts to help ensure a broad representation of

residents and property owners in our many Program outreach events, with the Committee itself providing a

consistent public face and contact point for all aspects of the Program. Input and information provided by the

public and Committee members will be used to guide Program activities and decision making as well be used to

aid the Health Monitoring Committee (HMC) in measuring the changes in environmental, social, and public

health factors that result from Program activities. Generally speaking, information that the BAC collects from

public outreach will be used to build knowledge and monitor changes of public health issues in the areas of the

environment, land reuse, safety/security/health, and communication/risk communication.

More Information. Meetings of the Brownfields Advisory Committee are open to the public for those
interested in actively following and sharing input on the Program. If you’d like more information or would like to

get involved, please contact the following individual or check our website for updates:

www.ci.janesville.wi.us/redevelopment

Al Hulick, Management Analyst

608-755-3059

hulicka@ci.janesville.wi.us
City of Janesville

Wisconsin
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Brownfield Site Identification & Prioritization

The City of Janesville is using a $400,000 grant
from the US Environmental Protection Agency to develop and

implement a Comprehensive Brownfields Program for

investigating and cleaning-up contaminated properties. As

part of the program, the City is using a multi-layered process

to identify and prioritize potential Brownfield sites with a focus

on four areas: the Downtown, the General Motors Plant Area,

the Traxler Park Area, and the Five Points Area. This

prioritization process is based on a national model that the

USEPA has recognized as being a highly effective,

comprehensive approach to prioritizing brownfields.

The prioritization process begins with intensive work sessions

of City staff and its environmental and redevelopment

consultants to identify known and suspected Brownfield

parcels in the four priority areas. After a preliminary

identification of potential sites, the following four processes are

used to evaluate and prioritize them:

1. The environmental consultant conducts a cursory
environmental records review to assess each site for the

potential type and extent of contamination resulting in an

ENVIRONMENTAL SCORE.

2. The redevelopment consultant and City staff apply a set of
pre-established criteria to evaluate each site for its reuse

and redevelopment potential over the short- and long-term to generate a REDEVELOPMENT FEASIBILITY

SCORE. Examples of typical REDEVELOPMENT FEASIBILITY factors include whether a site is identified for

redevelopment within an adopted City plan or within a Tax Increment Finance District, its potential to

eliminate blight, its ability to catalyze redevelopment on neighboring sites, and etc.

3. The Brownfields Advisory Committee, Health Monitoring Committee, City staff, and the City’s consultant
team conduct a coordinated and interactive public outreach process to determine community needs and

goals for brownfield clean-up and redevelopment. The outcomes are then used as evaluation criteria to

arrive at a COMMUNITY VALUES SCORE. Examples of typical COMMUNITY VALUES factors include a site’s

ability to create new jobs, remove blight, grow property tax, increase entertainment opportunities, reduce

crime, and etc.

4. The three scores described above are then combined to produce a FINAL SCORE and RANKING of sites that

will guide future decision-making related to grant expenditures, site assessments, site remediation, and

redevelopment. These activities will be conducted simultaneously with our Community Brownfields Health

Monitoring Program.

How to Get Involved
We hope to involve as many of our residents, property owners, business owners, and

community organizations as possible throughout all stages of our program. If you’d like more

information or would like to get involved, please contact the following individual or check our

website for updates: www.ci.janesville.wi.us���������	
���

Al Hulick, Management Analyst

608-755-3059

hulicka@ci.janesville.wi.us

City of Janesville
Wisconsin
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